
What’s the impact on the  
economy of cleaner air? 
 
 
So far, it seems pretty good. 
 

While we can’t say that cutting air pollution has made the economy grow, it certainly 
doesn’t seem to have hurt it any, despite the dire predictions from polluters for decades. 
Air pollution emissions have dropped by 49 percent in the last 25 years because of the 
Clean Air Act.  During those same years, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 121 
percent and vehicle miles traveled, population, and energy consumption steadily 
increased.   
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