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March 7, 2006

Docket ID No. OAR-2001-0017

Air and Radiation Docket and Information Center

Environmental Protection Agency

Mailcode:  6102T

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of Clean Water Action’s 100,000 members in Pennsylvania I would like to submit the following testimony to EPA regarding the proposed changes in the national ambient air standards for particulate matter.  Clean Water Action is greatly concerned that EPA’s proposal will not fully protect the public’s health from the well documented health effects of exposure to particulates.

Many of our members live in areas of Pennsylvania that are close to some large industrial sources of particulates.  For example, in the Pittsburgh area, many of our Allegheny County members live immediately downwind of the Shenango Inc. coke works on Neville Island.  I have attached several photos of Shenango taken by Clean Water Action in June and July of 2005 that dramatically illustrate the large quantity of particulates that nearby residents are exposed to from this plant which is frequently in violation of federal, state, and local air pollution regulations.  As you look at these photos keep in mind that over 50,000 Allegheny County residents live within a mile of this plant.

In another part of Allegheny County, members of ours in the Mon Valley live near a number of large particulate sources, including U.S. Steel’s Clairton Coke Works, currently the largest coke plant on the planet, as well as several coal burning power plants and steel plants.  Fine particulate levels in the Mon Valley are among the highest in the U.S.  The school district with the highest asthma rate in Allegheny County is located in the Mon Valley where the highest fine particulate levels are recorded.
It is crucial that EPA support particulate standards that are most protective of public health.  Residents in the Pittsburgh area suffer every day from the health effects associated with particulate exposure.  Over 20,000 children in Allegheny County alone have asthma, a condition that is aggravated by particulate exposure.  I personally have worked closely with many of our members living in areas of high ambient particulates whose children have asthma, or who are suffering themselves from adult-onset asthma.  These preventable problems must be addressed as quickly as possible.

Strong ambient standards are not only good for our public health, our quality of life, and our economy, but they are required under the Clean Air Act.  The setting of national ambient air standards must only consider what will be a health protective standard.  While other considerations are allowed for implementation of standards, the standard itself must be based on the best possible science.

We are greatly concerned that EPA’s proposed standards for fine particulates (15 ug/m3 annual, and 35 ug/m3 daily) is not based on the best possible science.  In fact, your own Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee has criticized EPA’s proposal as not being protective enough of public health.  Clean Water Action strongly supports an annual fine particulate standard of 12 ug/m3 and a 24 hour standard of 25 ug/m3.
This position is supported by many public health organizations including the American Lung Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics.  Many peer reviewed studies have demonstrated that significant health effects are occurring at levels considerably below current fine particulate standards.  Millions of Americans will not have the public health protection they deserve if EPA enacts your proposed fine particulate standard.  Thousands of lives are literally at stake.

Again, we urge EPA to strengthen the proposed fine particulate standards prior to final adoption of the rule this fall.  Please consider the proper protection that western Pennsylvania residents living near plants like the Shenango coke plant need and deserve.  We look forward to EPA’s response to our concerns; please send any correspondence to my attention at our Pittsburgh office.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Myron Arnowitt

Western PA Director

Clean Water Action

100 Fifth Ave., #1108

Pittsburgh, PA  15222

marnowitt@cleanwater.org
Documentation by Clean Water Action of excessive particulate emissions from the Shenango Inc. Coke Works
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located on Neville Island in Allegheny County, PA
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Shenango Coke Works – poor operation results in large emissions of particulates
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Shenango Coke Works – illegal venting and flaring of raw coke oven gas

