Testimony of the Center for the Celebration of Creation, March 8, 2006

Page 2


Testimony of the Center for the Celebration of Creation

Presented by Joy Bergey

EPA Soot Hearings, Philadelphia, March 8, 2006
My name is Joy Bergey, and I’m executive director of the Center for the Celebration of Creation. The Center was founded in 1990 as part of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church in Philadelphia. Our work includes advocating on behalf of the faith community on matters of ecological justice, pressing for better policy and legislation at the federal, state, and local levels.
The Center for the Celebration for Creation is terribly distressed at the current proposal that refuses to strengthen the standards for fine particles. Science has shown in study after study the damaging health effects of particles well below the current standards. It is beyond question that understanding now what we do, that we could accept inadequate standards that we know cause suffering and premature death throughout the land, and especially here in the Philadelphia region.
We are further opposed to EPA’s proposal to redefine coarse standards that would exempt agricultural and mining from these standards. Do we care less about those on farms or those in the mines? Do the lives of these hard-working Americans matter less than those of us in more affluent areas? Are we no longer all created equal, and entitled to equal protections for our health and wellbeing? That is the message that we read in these proposed standards, and it’s unacceptable.
The Biblical prophet Micah says that God requires nothing of us but to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly.” (Micah 6:8). The EPA’s proposed standards will disproportionately hurt worst the young, the old, the sick, and the poor. God’s call for justice requires us to strengthen the standards. Nothing less will do.
Policy on particle pollution should be driven by science, not power companies and other special interests.  The science is clear that the current standards for particle pollution are too weak to protect our health. The Clean Air Act does not permit backsliding. 

Soot causes asthma attacks, heart attacks, strokes, and lung cancer, and cuts short the lives of tens of thousands of Americans every year. Pennsylvania has some of the worst particle pollution in the nation.
Speaking personally, I know what it’s like to watch a loved one die from pulmonary disease. My husband died of cancer seven years ago. The cancer metastasized to his lungs, and his final weeks were spent wheezing for air, with supplemental oxygen and medications of no help. He died in agony, with the medical community unable to aid his failing lungs. I don’t know with certainty that particle pollution shortened his life. But I do know the anguish of watching a loved one who can’t breathe, and for whom it’s too late to help.
But it’s not too late for us to protect hundreds of thousands of Americans from pulmonary and other diseases caused by soot. Unless we decide they’re not important enough. 

This is the country that put a man on the moon, that invented the internet, that can do anything it sets its mind to. We can dramatically reduce soot and its attendant sufferings. To accept the status quo with a cynical shrug that it’s “good enough” deeply fails the high moral standards that we believe undergird this country.
The book of Genesis tells us that after each magnificent day of creation, God said, “It is good.” The people, the trees, the rivers, the sky, the air we breathe. But it is not good if we allow our air to be laden with soot when we can readily prevent it. We don’t have another atmosphere. We don’t have a spare planet. 
Let us honor the Creator, the sacred gift of creation, and human life. Let us strengthen across the board our standards for particle pollution.
Thank you.
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