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RE:
Review of the California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

for Particulate Matter and Sulfates

The American Lung Association together with the American Lung Association of California and its medical section, the California Thoracic Society, are joined by the Natural Resources Defense Council, Environmental Working Group, Committee For Law, Air, Water and Species, and the Transportation Solutions Defense and Education Fund in submitting the attached comments in support of stringent new particulate matter standards for California.  As stated in the attached comments, we believe California’s air quality standards are in critical need of updating and strengthening in light of the hundreds of studies published in the last decade demonstrating associations between particulate air pollution, illness, emergency room visits, hospitalization, and premature death, at levels well below the current standards.

We strongly support the proposed tightening of the annual average PM 10 standard to 20 micrograms per cubic meter, and the establishment of a PM 2.5 annual standard at 12 micrograms per cubic meter to better protect public health, as recommended in the CARB and OEHHA Staff Report.  

Furthermore, we urge the establishment of a strict 24-hour PM 2.5 standard to protect the general public and sensitive populations from the harmful effects of short-term peak exposures to fine particle pollution.  We are particularly concerned about the need for increased health protection provided by a short-term standard for sensitive populations including infants, children, people with asthma and chronic lung disease, people with chronic heart disease, and the elderly.  The attached comments summarize the strong case for adopting a 24-hour PM 2.5 standard and the extensive body of health research that provides a strong scientific basis for moving forward on a 24-hour standard.  

We request that the next version of the staff report include an analysis of 24-hour PM 2.5 monitoring data, particularly for those areas projected to be in attainment of the annual average standard.  In addition, the next version should include a benefits assessment of alternative levels of a 24-hour fine particle standard in order to assist in selecting the appropriate 24-hour level for California.
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